Abstract
Introduction
Food insecurity and famine have recurred in southern Africa at intervals over the past century. Famines were common in the early 20 th century, generally less common from the 1940s to the1960s and returned in the 1970s. In the early 1990s, harvests again failed, but mechanisms were in place that enabled a humanitarian crisis to be proponents, is yet to be felt. While the number of new infections may have reached a plateau in some southern African countries, even with widening access to ARVs the number of deaths will most likely continue to rise, and these two successive epidemics (infections and deaths) will be followed by a third epidemic of wider impacts which cannot yet be detected (Barnett and Whiteside 2002) .
In light of the relatively small scale of production decline and malnutrition-related deaths, some have suggested that the recent food shortages were exaggerated. Some have used the term 'new variant fundraising' to imply that famine -and its association with AIDS -was deployed to secure aid. It has been suggested that the The use of the term 'famine' is also criticised because it 'tends to lock people into discussion and conceptualisation of a relatively short-term event that can be overcome in a few years ' (Drimie 2004: 12) . The discursive representation of famine as a disaster event effaces culpability and detaches famine 'from its embeddedness within a set of historically specific and locally based economic and political processes' (Hendrie 1997: 63) . Famine becomes removed from the everyday and located in an expert realm of regulation and control by powerful humanitarian institutions, neglecting local understandings of famine that view it as a problem of poverty and intensification of ongoing processes rather than an exceptional situation (Hendrie 1997). It should be said that this is not the intention: according to de Waal famine is not a sudden event of mass starvation but can occur before critical food shortages and raised mortality rates become apparent. Rural people in Sudan, for instance, distinguish 'famine that kills' from other food crises that may not lead to death (de Waal 2004) .
Irrespective of terminology and the relative roles of AIDS and other factors, it is doubtless the case that understandings of famine developed in the absence of AIDS need adapting in light of changing household labour supply, skills and long-term viability (de Waal and Whiteside 2003) . Moreover, 'The relations between people and land in the agrarian economy will evolve as morbidity and mortality from HIV/AIDS increases' (Ellis 2003: ii).
AIDS and livelihoods: assessing the impacts
Before moving on to our own critique of NVF, we consider the links that have been drawn between AIDS and food insecurity, most of which have focused on the impacts of the disease on the capacity of households to pursue effective livelihoods. 
Moving beyond the household
Sen's entitlements approach and the sustainable livelihoods approach, although cognisant of the wider context, explain food insecurity largely in relation to household level processes. This is part of a wider shift: since the 1970s 'the unit of analysis (in famine studies) has moved from the global/national level to the local/household level' (Baro and Deubel 2006: 526) . Given that aggregated statistics often fail to uncover crises affecting only the poorer households (whose 'deaths do not matter to GDP measures' (Negin 2005: 269)), there is some merit in this shift.
Today, the household is viewed as the scale at which famine is experienced, and (if to a lesser degree) the locus of explanation. It is arguably in part because AIDS is seen as an attribute of individuals and individual households that analysis tends to focus at this level. In the remainder of this paper we set out three arguments. Firstly, food insecurity outcomes associated with AIDS affect individuals differentially within households and also extend more widely than individual households. Secondly, the causes of vulnerability to food insecurity, to the impacts of AIDS, and to the interactions between these, cannot be understood through an investigation confined to the household level. Attention to historical, political and economic factors, and social constructs of age and gender, is necessary if the distribution of vulnerability to food insecurity in AIDS-affected societies is to be better understood. Thirdly, such an understanding requires that NVF analyses take seriously the politics of hunger and AIDS. There are also differential impacts within households: not all household members have equal command over food, and the fact that a household is able to access adequate food need not imply that all members will eat adequately. At the local level (as well as more widely), collective beliefs, rules, expectations and obligations help determine how food is secured and who is able to access it.
Locating the impacts
Expectations of reciprocity and redistribution contribute to food security, but the social and cultural ties that enable this may be fractured when the burden reaches a 
Relations of age and gender
Age is an important consideration of the relationship between AIDS and food insecurity, as is apparent from the numerous reports that suggest AIDS will diminish long-term food security through its impacts on young people today. It is, to a large degree, social relations of age and gender that produce these effects.
While gender and age help explain differences in experiences within households, they should not be understood simply as individual attributes or attributes of households (as in 'female-headed households') but structural characteristics of society that shape both the AIDS pandemic (see Parker 2001) and food insecurity. Beyond gender and age divisions of labour, there are often significant differentials in pay. Whiteside (1998) found that for casual work in Malawi men were paid 20
Kwacha a day (then about US$1), women 5-10 Kwacha and children 2-3 Kwacha.
Women were also restricted to opportunities close to home for reasons of social In response to falling agricultural commodity prices, many governments have sought to promote the domestic production of food. In contrast to earlier times, they have been advised to raise the prices received by producers in order to provide incentives to farmers. However, in many countries the poor, if not the majority of the rural population, are net consumers of food, and do not benefit (Watts 1989).
Structural adjustment in Malawi, for instance, focused on market and price mechanisms rather than production constraints and non-economic barriers to economic growth (Chilowa 1998). In 1981/2 a 67% increase in the producer price of maize resulted in self-sufficiency nationally, but not food security at household level.
Those who were net food buyers could only increase production if land and labour were readily available, which was seldom the case (Chilowa 1998). The removal of producer subsidies made inputs prohibitively expensive for the poorest households, and further removed them from direct production. Bryceson (2004) . AIDS-related food insecurity is seen in terms of responses to be managed rather than claims to be secured -as a task for governance rather than politics.
As nature-based explanations of famine are losing credibility (Watts 1991: 151) it seems possible that AIDS, while by no means a random act of nature, risks falling into the place vacated by 'drought', but with even less impetus for structural change.
It is possible that aid agencies are more comfortable with attributing famine to AIDS than to more political structural causes, as they were to drought in the past (Richardson 2007) . It seems very possible that association with AIDS may serve to depoliticise hunger in southern Africa.
